
OA Notes from Chapter – Retreat 2016 
 
Tuesday a.m. ( Royster took notes  )  
 
 

1) We happily received the AP publication on Prayer by Lowell 
Grisham, “Practicing Prayer, a Handbook”, edited by Michelle 
Heyne.  

 
2) Motion made and seconded to accept Liz Schellingerhoudt as 

a member of OA, to take the First Promise. Motion passed. 
 

3) Motion made and seconded to accept Bill Parker as a 
member of OA, to take the First Promise.  Motion passed. 

 
Tuesday Eucharist – Liz and Bill took the First Promise. 
 
Thursday a.m. 
 

4)  Election of Presiding Officer – Michelle Heyne 
 
 Appointment of  

David as Treasurer 
 Michelle as editor of AP 
 Bob as Director of Formation 
 
Michelle asked Susan to oversee the Common DI’s, to begin by e-
mail in the next month or so. 
 
 
We note sadly that Royster had to leave suddenly Thursday 
afternoon because his mother had a stroke.  We prayed for 
Royster and his mother, Helen, at Evening Prayer. 



Thursday evening  
 

5) Gawain’s formation process. 
Motion – If Gawain does the things that he described in his 
formation plan, as well as the additions Bob suggested and 
which Gawain accepted, then the Order is looking forward to 
him taking the Life Promise next year ( 2017 ).   
Motion passed. 
 Michelle will remain as his mentor. 
 

6) Motion on Canonical Recognition and Episcopal Visitor 
   Original motion submitted via email - see e-mail.  Bob 
submitted an amended motion during Chapter that included 
our intention to join the association for Christian 
communities. The motion passed with one abstention.   
 
We had met with Sr. Eleanor Francis, SSJB, at dinner, 
preceding this decision, as part of the discernment process. 
 

7) Episcopal Companion ( Visitor )  
Bob made a motion for us to contact, in this order: 
 The Rt. Rev. Barry Howe, retired  
 The Rt. Rev. Dorsey Henderson, retired 
 
Motion passed 
Susan to contact Barry Howe. If no, PO will take next steps. 
 
Discussion to invite Episcopal Companion to the 2018 
retreat. 
 

8) Dates for 2018 retreat 
1)   April 16-20 
2) April 9 – 13 



 
Susan to contact SSJB Guesthouse director asap. 
 

9) Treasurer’s report – accepted  
 

10) AP report accepted.  Michelle will send out clean copy 
 

11) Mary Laney 
 

Motion – that Lowell and Scott formalize a proposal for a 
celebration of a feast day for Mary Laney, and work on 
beginning an annual celebration. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 Note – try to find her daughter 
 
12) Next year’s retreat – schedule, design 

We discussed difficulty of design.   
 

We voted unanimously ( all 1’s ) to promise not to 
complain about the design – to be deeply obedient and 
satisfied. 

 
 
We had a discussion about new members.  Scott was encouraged 
to talk to his 2 prospects in the fall.  We discussed the fact that it 
is important he involve someone else (Michelle in this case) when 
talking to people in his diocese to ensure we explore the issues 
that attend Scott’s being their Bishop, as well as a member of the 
Order. Liz and Bill have folks in mind to ask, and will refer them 
to the P.O. for further discussion if they are interested. 
 
The P.O. will write norms for worship, as provided in our Rule. 



 
 Notes: remember to buy REAL candles before retreat 
 ( we hid the candles in the garment closet ) 
  
The book for this next year will be “Living with Contradictions”, 
Esther de Waal.  Michelle will start conversation in late October. 
 
 
(email – Bob’s motion for formal recognition and Episcopal 
Visitor):  
 
Addition - also join the Christian Community Association.  
 
On Thursday, April 21, 2016, Robert Gallagher <ragodct@gmail.com> wrote: 

 
Whereas most of us run neither very hot or very cold on the having a visitor or formal recognition, and 
 
 
Whereas until recent years we have not had enough members under life vows to pursue recognition 
and, 
 
 
Whereas there are few compelling reasons to do it or not do it,  
 
 
therefore 
 
I move that we apply for formal canonical recognition as a Christian community.  
 
And further, 
 
I move that we seek an Episcopal Companion to serve for a six-year term. The Companion would fulfill the work of 
Episcopal Visitor as stated in the canons.  
 
 The Companion would visit with us during our retreat – chapter every five years and spend a full day with us in 
worship, social life, and an exploration of the life and work of the order. The Companion would be welcome to be 
with us for that whole week or part of it and to participate in the retreat-chapter we have designed. The companion 
will also receive all yearly financial and Ascension press reports and the minutes of chapter. He or she may also 
request any other documents that we have.  
 
Each year the visitor and the Presiding Officer shall have a conversation on the phone or in person about the life and 
work of the order. The companion may initiate conversation with any members during the year. With cause around a 
serious problem in our life the Companion may visit retreat - chapter in-between the normal five-year schedule.  
 
And further,  
If on the process of seeking recognition the Presiding Officer decides the process is too intrusive or 



burdensome, the Presiding Officer may suspend the process and initiate conversation with the 
professed members under life vows. 
 
 
--  
The Rev'd Robert A. Gallagher, OA 
Order of the Ascension 
220 West Olympic Place  Apt 202 
Seattle, WA 98119 
 
	

	


